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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 



Prior to examination, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1-17 as follows: 

1 . (Amended) An anionic coloring agent comprising at least one spacer arm 
bound to said coloring agent. 

2. (Amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 1 having the following 

formula: 

C A -B E 

wherein: 

C A is an anionic coloring agent comprising at least one chromophore group; and 
B E is said spacer-arm, which has the following chemical structure: 
- (X - R - Z) 
wherein: 

X is a direct link or a group having the formula -S(0) s , wherein s is 0, 1 or 2; -NR r , wherein 

R 1 is hydrogen or a CVC 1C> alkyl group; 

R is a C r C 10 straight or branched alkylene group; 

Z is a polar group; and 

R is an integer equal or higher than 1 . 



3. (Amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 2, wherein said chromophore 
is selected from the group consisting of azo, anthraquinone, formazane, dioxazine, and 
ftalocianine, eventually metallized. 

4. (Amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 1, wherein said spacer arm 
has the formula: 

- (CH 2 ) n - Z 

wherein: 

n is an integer between 1 and 10; 

Z is selected from the group consisting of halo, amino, cyano, hydroxyl, carboxyl, 
carboxamide, and their N alkyl, dialkyl derived from (VC 10/ and sterified carboxyl. 

5. (Amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 1, wherein said spacer arm 
has the formula: 

- NY - (CH 2 ) n - 1 

wherein: 

Z' is hydrogen or is selected from the group consisting of halo, cyano, hydroxyl, carboxyl, 
carboxamide, and their N alkyl and dialkyl derived from C r C 10 , sterified carboxyl with C ri0 
alkyl, -SR 2 -, where R 2 is hydrogen or C^q alkyl; 
n is an integer between 1 and 10; and 
Y is hydrogen, alkyl or C.,_ 10 hydroxyalkyl. 



6. (Amended) The anionic coloring of claim 5, wherein the spacer arm has the 

structure. 

-NY-fCH^-NR^ 

wherein 

Y is hydrogen, hydroxyalkyl or C^q alkyl; 
n is an integer between 1 and 10; and 

R 1 and R 2 are independently hydrogen or C^o alkyl. 

7. (Amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 1, wherein said spacer arm 
has the following structure: 

- NY - <CH 2 ) n - NR 3 - (CH 2 ) 2 - X 

wherein: 

Y is hydrogen, hydroxyalkyl or C M0 alkyl; 
X is -COOR 4 , -CONH 2 , -CN or -S0 3 H; 

n is an integer between 1 and 10; and 

R 3 and R 4 are independently hydrogen or C^q alkyl. 

8. (Amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 1, wherein said spacer arm 
has the following structure: 

- NY - (CH 2 ) 2 - W 

wherein: 



Y is hydrogen, hydroxyalkyl or C^q alkyl; 

W is selected from the group consisting of -S -S0 3 R 5 and -S-S0 3 R 6 ; wherein R 5 and R 6 are 
independently hydrogen or C^o alkyl. 

9. (Amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 1 , comprising more than one 

spacer arm. 

10. (Amended) A coloring composition comprising at least one anionic coloring 
agent of claim 1 . 

1 1 . (Amended) The coloring composition of claim 10, comprising at least one 
anionic coloring agent without spacer arms. 

12. (Amended) A method of dyeing a fiber or fabric selected from the group 
consisting of cotton, regenerated cellulose, nylon and wool, comprising adding an anionic 
coloring agent of claim 1 to said fiber or fabric. 

13. (Amended) A method of dyeing a substrate selected from the group 
consisting of leather, cardboard and paper, comprising adding an anionic coloring agent of 
claim 1 to said substrate. 



14. (Amended) A method of dyeing a fiber or fabric selected from the group 
consisting of cotton, regenerated cellulose, nylon and wool, comprising adding the coloring 
composition of claim 10 to said fiber or fabric. 



15. (Amended) A method of dyeing a substrate selected from the group 
consisting of leather, cardboard and paper, comprising adding the coloring composition of 
claim 10 to said substrate. 

16. (Amended) A substrate dyed with the anionic coloring agent of claim 1 . 

17. (Amended) A substrate, dyed with the anionic coloring agent of claim 10. 
Please add the following new claims: 

1 8. (To follow claim 1 4) A method of dyeing a fiber or fabric selected from the 
group consisting of cotton, regenerated cellulose, nylon and wool, comprising adding the 
coloring composition of claim 1 1 to said fiber or fabric. 

19. (To follow claim 15) A method of dyeing a substrate selected from the 
group consisting of leather, cardboard and paper, comprising adding the coloring composition 
of claim 1 1 to said substrate. 



20. (To follow claim 17) A substrate, dyed with the anionic coloring agent of 



claim 1 1 . 



Remarks 

Applicants respectfully request entry of the foregoing amendment made to eliminate 
multiple dependency. No new matter has been added. Favorable action is therefore earnestly 



solicited. 



DARBY & DARBY 

805 Third Avenue 

New York, New York 1 0022 

(212) 527-7700 



Respectfully submitted, 




Marc S. Gross 
Registration No. 19,614 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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MARKUP FOR PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT OF DECEMBER 18, 2001 



Sir: 



Prior to examination, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (Amended) An anionic [Anionic] coloring agent [agents characterized in that 
they comprise] comprising at least one spacer arm bound to [the structure of] said coloring 
[agents] agent . 

2. (Amended) The anionic [Anionic] coloring [agents] agent of claim 1 
[characterized in that they comprise] having the following formula: 

C A -B E 

[Where] wherein : 

C A is an anionic coloring agent comprising at least [a cromphore] one chromophore group; and 
B E is said spacer-arm, which has the following chemical structure: 
- (X - R - Z) 
[where] wherein : 

X is a direct link or a group having the formula -S(0) s , wherein s is 0, 1 or 2; -NR r , wherein 

R 1 is hydrogen or a C r C 10 alkyl group; 

R is a C r C 10 straight or branched alkylene group; 

Z is a polar group; and 

R is an integer equal or higher than 1 . 

3. (Amended) The anionic [Anionic] coloring [agents according to] agent of claim 
2, [characterized in that] wherein said [chromophores are] chromophore is selected from the 



group consisting of azo, anthraquinone, formazane, dioxazine, [and/or] and ftalocianine, 
eventually metallized. 

4. (Amended) The anionic [Anionic] coloring [agents according to claims 1 and 
2] aaent of claim 1 , [characterized in that] wherein said spacer arm [corresponds to the] has 
the formula: 

- (CH 2 ) n - Z 

[where] wherein : 

n is an integer [bewteen between 1 and 1 0; [and] 

Z [represents a] is selected from the group [selected among] consisting of halo, amino, cyano, 
hydroxyl, carboxyl, carboxamide, and their N alkyl, dialkyl derived from C r C 10 , and sterified 
carboxyl. 

5. (Amended) The anionic [Anionic] coloring [agants according to claims 1 and 
2] agent of claim 1 . [characterized in that] wherein said spacer arm [corresponds to] has the 
formula: 

- NY - (CH 2 ) n - Z' 

[Where] wherein : 

Z' is hydrogen or is selected from the [a] group consisting of [selected from] halo, cyano, 
hydroxyl, carboxyl, carboxamide, and their N alkyl and dialkyl derived from C r C 10 , sterified 
carboxyl with C ri0 alkyl, -SR 2 -, where R 2 is hydrogen or C,.^ alkyl; [and] 



[N] n is an integer [bewteen] between 1 and 10; [anf] and 

Y [es] is hydrogen^ [or an] alkyl [group] or C,. 10 [hydroxi] hydroxyalkyl. 

6. (Amended) The anionic [Anionic] coloring [agents according to] of claim 5, 
[characterized in that said] wherein the spacer arm [corresponds to the following] has the 
structure. 

- NY - (CH ,) n - NR ,R, [- NY - (CH 2 ) n - NR, R 2 ] 

[Where] wherein : 

Y [represents] is hydrogen, [hydroxi] hydroxyalkyl or [a group of] C^o alkyl; 
n[N] is an integer between 1 and 10; and 

R 1 and R 2 [either] are independently [represent] hydrogen or [a] C,. 10 alkyl [group]. 

7. (Amended) The anionic [Anionic] coloring [agents according to claims 1 and 
2] aaent of claim 1 , [characterized in that the] wherein said spacer [arms comprise] arm has 
the following structure: 

- NY - (CH 2 ) n - NR 3 - (CH 2 ) 2 - X 

[Where] wherein : 

Y [represents] js hydrogen, [hydroxi] hydroxyalkyl or [a] C M0 alkyl [group]; 
X is [a] -COOR 4 , -CONH 2 -CN or -S0 3 H [group]; 

[N] n is an integer between 1 and 1 0; and 

R 3 and R 4 [either] are independently [represent] hydrogen or [a] C^ Q alkyl [group]. 



8. (Amended) The anionic coloring [agents according to claims 1 and 2] agent 
of claim 1 , [characterized] wherein [in that the] sajd spacer [arms comprise the] arm has the 
following structure: 

- NY - (CH 2 ) 2 - W 

[Where] wherein : 

Y [represents] is hydrogen, [hydroxi] hvdroxv alkvl or [a] C^o alkyl [group]; 

W is [a group] selected from thg grou p consisting of -S -SO ,R K and -S-SO,R fi ; [where] wherein 

R 5 and R 6 [either] are independently [represent] hydrogen or [a] C,. 10 alkyl [group]. 

9. (Amended) The anionic [Anionic] coloring [agents] agent [according to any 
of the claims above, characterized in that they comprise] of claim 1 , comprising more than 
one spacer arm. 

10. (Amended) [Coloring compositions characterized in that they comprise] A 
coloring composition comprising at least one anionic coloring agent of claim 1 [according to 
any of the claims above]. 

1 1 . (Amended) [Coloring compositions according to claim 10, characterized in 
that they comprise, moreover] The coloring composition of claim 1 0, comprising at least one 
anionic coloring [agents] agent without [said] spacer arms. 



12. (Amended) A method of dyeing a fiber or fabric select ed from the group 
consisting of cotton, regenerated cellulose, nvlon and w ool, comprising adding an anionic 
coloring agent of claim 1 to said fiber or fabric [Use of anionic coloring agents according to 
claims 1 to 9, characterized in that they are used for the dyeing of substrates selected from 
fibers or fabrics including cotton, regenerated cellulose, nylon and for wool]. 

13. (Amended) A method of dyeing a substrate selected from t he group 
consisting of leather, cardboard and paper, comprising adding an anionic coloring age nt o f 
claim 1 to said substrate [Use of anionic coloring agents according to claims 1 to 9, 
characterized in that they are used for the dyeing of substrates selected from leather, 
cardboard or paper]. 

14. (Amended) A method of dyeing a fiber or fabric selected from the group 
consisting of cotton, regenerated cellulose, nvlon and wool, comprising adding the coloring 
compositions of claim 10 to said fiber or fabric [Use of coloring compositions according to 
claims 10 to 11, characterized in that they are used for the dyeing of substrates selected 
from fibers or fabrics including cotton, regenerated cellulose, nylon and/or wool]. 

15. (Amended) A method of dyeing a substrate selected from the group 
consisting of leather, cardboard and paper, comprising addin g the coloring composition of 
claim 10 to said substrate [Use of coloring compositions according to claims 10 to 11 



characterized in that they are used for the dyeing of substrates selected from leather, 
cardboard or paper]. 

16. (Amended) A substrate dved with the anionic coloring agent of claim 1 
[Substrates characterized in that they have been dyed according to claims 1 to 9]. 

17. (Amended) A substrate, dved with the anionic coloring agent of claim 10 
[Substrates characterized in that they have been dyed using the coloring compositions 
according to claims 10 and 1 1]. 

1 8. A method of dveing a fiber or fabric selected from the grou p consisting of 
cotton, regenerated cellulose, nvlon and wool, comprising adding the colo ring composition 
of claim 1 1 to said fiber or fabric. 

19. A method of dveing a substrate selected from the group consisting of 
leather, cardboard and paper, comprising adding the coloring compositio n of claim 1 1 to said 
substrate. 

20. A substrate, dved with the anionic coloring agent of claim 1 1 . 
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